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KX and about Washington there are

300 species of birds. Many of them
are to be found here the year
around, though the majority are

seen during spring and summer.

Many of the spring arrivals are properlytermed migrants, for they pass
through the city on their way north,
lingering in the vicinity for a week or

two. In some cases they remain. The
phoebe bird is one of t". ? earliest arrivals.and it is followed by warblers,
finches, flycatchers, thrushes, etc.
The life of a bird is regulated in accordancewith its food supply; it followsits food. That is to say. it goes

and stays where food Is most abundant.Some birds, like the English sparrow.the snowbird, the bluebird, etc.,
live almost entirely on seed and can remainin Washington during the winter.
On the other hand, birds like the robin,
the swift and phoebe bird devour insectsrapaciously, and consequently
appear in the spring.

*
* *

The phoebe bird lias been seen as

early as January, arriving before either
the swallow or bluebird. It is not at
all a remarkable looking bird, being
quite inconspicuous in its dull brownish-grayishcoat. Its habit of rustling
food is somewhat unusual. It does not

ko out and hunt for its prey, but sits
quietly on a branch arid waits for a

tempting morsel tn the way of an insect.Without any warning or any particularhurry the phoebe bird flies
from its perch and captures its victim.
Leisurely it returns to its old perch and
awaits its next bite.
The nest of the phoebe bird is a prettyone and very difficult to find. It is

made of mud and moss, and is carefully
attached to roots on the bank of a
stream or roots of an old tree, and so
resembles the surrounding trees,
bushes, stumps and soil that a casual
observer would never notice it. The
bird nearly always builds its nest near
the water.
The great crested flycatcher is a curiousand interesting bird. It is about

the size of a rdbin and its dark crest

Picturesq
©F all annual festivals among

Christian nations, Faster seems

to have marie the most serious

impression, and the customs

connected with its first celebrations to

have lingered the longest. Europe, with
its many nations, and, therefor*-, many*

peoples, has ever been the scene of
various ceremonies distinctly belonging
to the separate countries, with the
Latin church always ;n the lead in th*matterof picturesque symbols and processions.
The war last year and this will make

a difference in some districts, but
wherever there are a few gathered togetherin His name in the neighborhoodof mighty cathedrals still standing,or tiny kirks in the heart of tinwoodsor along the s*-a, there will some

feature of the story of the Atonement
be told in symbols.
These strange customs, sometimes

combined with elaborate ceremonies,
are found oftenest in the rural districts,
where the people have not free access
to th'- towns, and simplicity of living
does not question th*- difference betweentruth and tradition.

In Brittany, a southern province of
France, which nestles Hose to the
Pyrenees, and in consequence perhaps
takes on something of the colorful atmosphereof its neighbors, the Spanish
provinces, many interesting customs
are observed Jt is a land of legends.
The very people. «,uaintly dressed as

they were a thousand years ago. suggestlegends and Partition*
K

* *

When the faith of the Xazarene was

first preached to their ancestors they
held the mammoth stones w hich abounds
in the fields and countryside in deep
veneration. In the theory that the end
justifies the means the priests united
stories of wonderful stones with the
word of Christ, so that the teaching of
the church might sooner develop converts.Fete days were held in high esteem,and many queer beliefs arid associationsbecame entangled w ith the
festi\ als.
On Faster morning a* the t'hurch of

St Crnnlfv m th© vill. n f U' ..». . .

Brittany, every man, woman and child
of the vicinity is in attendance. The
women and children are in their best
frocks and snowiest caps, and the men
are leading the cattle to the door of
this church, which would do credit to
a city of size.
There the priest receives the men and

animals, and while the women cluster
around, gravely listening, the cattle artblessedand the care of St. t'ronley invokedin their behalf. This saint is a
great favorite all over Brittany; and,
dike so many traditions of the Bretons,®hi» story is connected with lite giant
stone*. It appears that he whs a bishop
of Home come up to the province to
convert the heathen.
He was hunted by wild men until

death seemed near, when suddenly
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civ-PS a rather pert and decidedly fear-
less expression. Its feathers are mostlybrown, but the breast is a delicate
bluish-gray, and the under part of the
body is tinged with a bright yellow.
The flycatcher is found throughout the
District in large numbers. It has a
loud call and has no end of pluck.
Some authorities claim that it is the
most pugnacious bird known to tiie
District. It will not hesitate to attack
a crow, and wages such a spirited and
furious battle that the crow is very
glad to retire.
The fly'-atcher's nest is unusual. It

is made of feathers and grass. There
is a great showing of fluffy gray
feathers, and in each nest reposes a
piece of snake skin. No one has ever
been able to ascertain the why and
wherefore of the snake skin. Possiblythe crested flycatcher fancies
it is a charm against snakes. The nests
arc built cunningly in the hollows of
trees. In a nest are sometimes found
four small, oddly colored eggs.4 The
large ends are brown, and near this
end brown spots arc thickly clustered,
I)ut arc spread out and scattered towardthe pointed end.
The goldfinch, or wild canary, is one

of the sweetest singers about Washington.In its gay plumage it ranks, too,
as one of the beauties of the bird world.
The male is fairly startling in its garb
of black and gold. The body is yellow
and wings and tail a soft (g lossy black.
The female is less pretentious in her
dress, wearing a modest shade of green
touched up with bits of black. During
th months of winter the male goldiinchdons the sober colors worn by its
mate.

*
* *

Shrikes, birds quite as large if not
larger than ihe robin, arid with beaks
curved and cruel, are predominately
gray in tone. There is a dash of black
here and there about the body. This
is a strange bird in that it catches its
prey and hangs it between or on the
twigs of trees, very often leavijng It
there.' It catches grasshoppers, mice
and small birds; then, flying with them
to some convenient tree in the neighborhoodof its nest, rams its prey onto
a sharp twig. Here the food may stay
until it is oft her abandoned or devoured.
In the New National Museum there

are some specimens of this bird and
several small branches showing how
grasshoppers are caught and held;
there is also a small bird securely fastenedbetween some twigs. The nest

a "B (T***
every pursuer was turned into a stone,
and so they stand today, one group
forming a regular border along the
road from Carnao to Kerlescant.

Surmounting many of these stones are
crucifixes and on Easter morning the
little processions passing through the
fields and along the road to the nearesthureh stop and rest a few momentsa no offer up an Easter prayer.
Jn seat ter< d communities, where there
are <-v\ towns, an East<^* service is
often held in the fields, and a sermon
pteached from a wayside shrine, set in
one of the historical stones.

* *

The far-famed region of the Tyrol is
one of the most superstitious countries
in the war zorte. on the evening beforeEaster companies of musicians in

queer garments still go about the countrysinging Easter hymns, in accompanimentto mellow-voiced guitars. On
bearing the music at r.ie door every one
comes out and joins in the chorus, all
retiring together in the happy day.
In the most remote districts the "Easterriding" is yet customary. The processionstarts from the tiny town Eas>er morning with the people walking

behind priests and cross bearers on
horseback, g<>. cross-country through
the fields, begging the blessing of
heaven upon the harvests, and finally
return.- to the litile church with the
cross above it, for a brief service.
'Jet-many is ;t I'rotestant nation, and

its I'reshyt» ians and Lutherans do not
celebrate Easter in realistic ceremonial
as do the Catholic countries, hut as the
fJermans' Christmas celebrations are
first in the Christian world because of
their close association with children, so
on Easter it is the children who have
first place in the observances of the
resurrection. Innumerable toys and
trinkets are sold to friends and relative-of the children. Every old worn,
an in the market place offers for sale
all kinds of eggs in all colors, of candy,
porcelain. glass chocolate and even
wood.
The 'Jerman children have never a

doubt hut that the, hares lav the Eastereggs, and they love to h< ar of the
^legend which 'Jerman mothers tell
"the-m of the I>uchess Kosilindu von Lindenhurg.Iter servants, her family and
the Easter eggs. Along the Rhine this
pretty tale is as common at Easter as
is the story of Kris Kringle at Christmaslime.

*
* +

The du» hess, it seems, had to flee with
ner lamii) ana servants. iroin me ramilycastle, during a cruel war, and they
found refuse in a mining village, where
the people were Very sympathetic, but
the fare offered to the high-born familywas wretched to the taate. There
was never a piece of meat, nor a flsh
rt6r even an egg. There was no poultry
iri the whole town.
Soon, when the old and trusted servantof the duchess went forth to get

news of the master's fate in the war, he
was told to get a coop of fowls, for the
general good of the village. Such
strange birds had never been heard of.
He was able to do as she wished, and
when a brood of young chicks appcar-
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of the shrike is found with extreme
difficult y.
The bobolink is a charming- singer,

and during the month of May is so

filled with joyous happiness that he
fairly bursts his little throat, singing.
Part of the year its plumage is gray
and black and his tail profusely speckled.In the spring it changes its suit
to black and buff without losing a singlefeather, a fact of which, no doubt,
it is very proud. The female bird
never, at any time of the year, acquiresa black covering.
The tiny humming bird, always a welcomevisitor, is on the way. The catalpasin the White House grounds have

a strong attraction for it. The rapid
"whir of its wings is the announcementof its arrival. For an instant it
hovers, a glimpse of ruby red and a
flash of peacock, colors, about a flower.
Almost quicker than the eye can followit is gone. Another successful
glimpse may reveal it darting gayly
through a flowered world. The hummingbin I seems a miracle of life and
color. Its home is not less marvelous.
It builds it of wool or the cottony
fiber of ferns. Its mite of a nest is
lined with felt and covered skillfully
and artistically with lichen and the
whole fastened together with spider
web. The humming bird. perhaps,
learned architecture from the fairies.
The nest is invariably built on the top
of a branch, and from a short distance
would be taken for a knot on a tree.
After a shower, followed by sunshine, a
humming bird's nest gleams like a
woodland jewel. The bird limits the
number of eggs t.o two, being an advocateof quality rather than quantity.
Kaby humming birds look more like
good-sized bugs than future members
of the feathery kingdom. For its size
it is quite as pugnacious as the crestedflycatcher. The adult humming bird
is never fearful of a bird many times
its size, and will dart so belligerently
at a foe that the bewildered enemy
usually beats a hasty retreat. The hummingbird's song is a modest, uripretenrations
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i
ed in a few weeks after his return Ihe
village c hildren were greatly excited.
Tjie fair ladv now saved up eggs for

some time, then invited all the housewivesof the village to a feast, when she
set before them the eggs cooked in
various ways. When Faster approached
she was eager to arrange some pleasure
for the quaint little children of the town
that had sheltered her. As she had not
even an apple, a nut or anything that
children clamor for. and she did have
ckkh In abundance, .she could only offer
theni tlie.se.
She told them when they came troopingin that "eggs are the first reviving

of spring *' and since she had colored the
eggs with mosses and bright-colored
rags of lovely dresses she had once
worn. she continued the figurative
story-telling by saving that "winter had
laid aside its colorless mantle, and was
now being decked out. in colors of the
rainbow.''

*
* *

After the church service all the children,together with the duchess' own.
were led into a neighboring wood, where
she told them to make nests of moss,
and come back to the wood after a dinnerat her house. When they did return,
to their great joy they found in each
nest five beautiful colored eggs, on one

of them a rhyme being written.
"How wonderful the hens of the

duchess must be to lay such pretty eggs.
I wish I might see them," said one child,
and another answered, "I think it must
have been the little hare that sprang
out of the juniper bush when I wanted
to build rny nest there."
The other children laughed and repeatedthe saying, and when the duke came

back unharmed from the war, and took
away his wife and children to their
palace on the upper Rhine, his wife set
apart a fund to be expended every year
in giving the children of the village
which had sheltered the royal children
during the war a feast of eggs at
Easter. The custom was spread in the
duchess' own domains, and by degrees
it spread over the whole country, the
eggs being considered a symbol of deliverancefrom sin.
Spain, lying at peace in the heart of

war. need not be disturbed in the celebratingof holy week, and so will continueto be first among the nations honoringChrist in realistic ceremonial. The
little town of Fontarabla, a stone's
throw from French snil is almnst as

as the present government of Spain. Religionand war have been the greatest
forces in its ancient streets, and a fortM
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tious one, hut quite unmistakably a
faint, sweet twittering call to a mate.

*

The cardinal, or Virginia nightingale,
is doubly blest, for it is not only gifted
with a charming voice, being one of the
sweetest of singers, but is always gorgeouslyarrayed. From tip to toe it is
vermillion, its wings being a darker
shade than the rest of its body. It
has shown a genuine fondness for the
city, and when it is protected from
cats will take up its residence in
Washington very readily. Jn the woods
it is found about thickets, pines, small
patches of cedar, or in bushes that
grow along streams. The cardinal is
often found in captivity, Which it
seems to endure serenely and very well.
The eggs of a cardinal are small and
covered with dark spots. They closely
resemble the cedar bird's eggs.
The scarlet tanager makes another

brilliant patch of color against woodlandgreen. This bird is quit'' striking
with its scarlet body and jet black
wings, reminding one of the daring
color effects of tropical birds. The
tanager is a strictly American bird,
and. oddly enough, related to the sparrowand finches.
Whoever forgets the liquid lilting,

golden music of the yellow-breasted
meadow lark! The abandon with which
it sings ou a glorious spring morning
is superb. It is a curious fa< t that the
meadow lark never sings unless it is in
the vicinity of its nesting place. Their
homes are found about old fields.a
ball of giass on the ground. The eggs
of the meadow lark are white, spott< d
with red.
The tufted titmouse is a small bird,

clad in demure plumage, but whose
tuft, for all that, givey it a decidedly
pert, self-satisfied and "sassy" mien.
The titmouse has a loud, piping song
easily recognized by those who are fa
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miliar with the sonps and calls of
birds. It builds a long, or tall, and
very elaborate nest of grass and leaves
in tl)e holes of trees.
The robin is a favorite bird, perhaps

because in so many parts of the world
it is a harbinger of spring. They are
fond of a variety of things to eat, and
thoroughly reiish fruit. They build
their nests in trees, usually near the
trunk, and make them of mud and
grass. The mud seems to become thoroughlybaked and makes a strong,
warm nest. They lay from three to
four eggs.
The robin is regarded as the commonestbird to become albinistie. An

albino robin is not a monstrosity. Op
the contrary, it is quite a beauty. it
is a wonderful blend of tans and cream
colors.

*
* *

Down on the Potomac river the gulls
are appearing. Some of them are very
pretty, and some have the misfortune
to look extremely dirty and unattractive.They do their best to sing acceptably,and no doubt their own folk
believe that, they do. However, their
song, to the human ear, sounds
perilously squawkish. The Bonaparte
gull is a common migrant and is
abundant in the spring. It can easily
be singled from others of the gull familybecause of the oddity of its plumage.
Its head is black, its body gray.
The chimney swift, a great favorite

with a number of people, arrives in
April. It is erroneously called a swallow,for it is related on one hand to
the owls and on the other to the hummingbirds. This bird seems to be almostall wings. Its body is small, the
tail short and the wings long, slender
and gracefully shaped. Its color is ati
odd shade of rich grayish brown. The
chimney swift used to build its nest in
the hollows of old trees, but now its
nest is more commonly found in chimneys.Nests are found in the chimneysof the Smithsonian and White House
buildings.
There is a talf? told of the_swifts*

possession of an old residence in
Georgetown. Georgetown residents
have declared that one year they observedthe swifts evening after eveningreturning to this bird apartment
house. They flew to their homes in
flocks, and some persons of the vicinityassert that hundreds, and oven
thousands, of swifts had their homes
i hprp
The yellow-billed cuckoo is a beautiunday
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ful and attractive member of the featheredtribe. Its tail is exceptionally
broad and long and of a light brown
line. The under part of trie body is
wmie. l nis particular species or
cuckoo lives merrily among the tree
tops and leaves the whole world impressedwith its gladness in life. The
peculiar, rather weird character of its
cry. which one frequently hears, is
thought to be a sigh of a shower.
The woodcock is nesting now. The

adult birds are fair size. They have art
odd habit of flying at night in a peculiarfashion. The bird wings its way
around and around in its flight, then
drops to the ground with a whirringnoise. As it alights on the ground it
makes a queer chuckling sound.

*
* *

Crows are about Washington the
year around, hut it is a peculiar thing
that those seen in winter are considerablylarger than those of the summer

species': The smaller and wicked lookingblackbird is quite a beauty in its
own fashion, with his snapping bright
eyes and jet black plumage. They are
a most curious and inquisitive kind of
bird and have won the unenviable
reputation of being the busybodies and
gossips of foirdland.
The plumage of the red-winged blackbirdwould belie its name. It is

speckled brown and white, the female's
garb being somewhat less pronounced
in character than the male's.
The cedar bird is charming in springshades of softest tans. The end of its

tail is square and tipped with bright
yellow. On each wing is a smart dash
of red. From this time on the cedar
bird is found in flocks. They are gettingready to nest. Tbev are usually
found in the woods. Their nests are
fairly large and made of straw and
glass, and a little later in each nest
four spotted eggs can be found.
The catbird is surprisingly negligent

about concealing its nest, perhaps for
the reason that its coloring is inconspicuous.In fact, its dull gray suit is
most somber. It is abundant about the
third week in April, and is found about
thickets and shrubbery growing along
fences and brush heaps. A favorite
place for nest building is in the heart
of a smilax bush.
The golden-crowned thrush is a

strange bird in many ways. Its arrivalin this part of the world is about
the middle of April. For two weeks it
is a silent, voiceless creature, hiding
furtively in laurel brakes and thickets.

Many Eu
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rcss with many battles to its credit, yet
guards the quiet people whose greatest
time of the year is that which is close
upon Easter Sunday.

*
* *

Professions are the chief feature, and
the images of Christ and the saints,
which figure in these processions, are

the treasures of the small city. The gay
city of Seville has the most gorgeous
celebration of Easter perhaps in the
world, in the matter of symbolic ceremoniesin the streets, and as the most
beloved city of the Spaniards its prac-
tices have had a wonderful influence
over the little towns, so many of which
nestle against the mountains or sun
themselves along the sea.
Home, I'etrograd and Venice have

caught the ear of the world with
the music of their services during the
week of the Passion, but in the com-
bined gravity and colorful symbolism <

with which the little towns of the Span-
ish peninsula g<» about observing
Easter there is no superseding. The J

images of St. Anne, the mother of the
Virgin; of Mary Magdalene and the t
Savior are the most popular and the t
most revered, and those which are most »
adored in the processions. The figure t
of the t'hrist in Fontarabia is very old.
Poland and her Easter feasts are

heralded widely. "Blessing the food" at i
Easter time is fully as ancient a cus- v
torn and is more familiar. It is now ^

spoken of as purely a Slavic feature, t
In the houses of the prosperous, before t
the war. the tables fairly groaned with i
viands for the Easter dinner that fol- I
lowed close upon many days of very j
abstemious fasting. Before the meal r
was prepared in any household, great \
or small, the food was brought in r
baskets to the churches. where priests 1
sprinkled it with holy water and gave t
it their blessing. A lamb cooked whole p
formed the centerpiece of the table, as
much as a goose in Germany or a tur- <
key in the United States at a Christmas c
dinner. i
Moscow is the center of the religious >

as well as the civic life of Russia. On d
Easter day the wan faces of the r
humbler people, who have observed >
the fasts and abstinence of Bent, glow e
with the zealot's confidence that their
prayers will be answered, and they c
kneel at the Easter mass and, with i
bright eyes, seem enwrapped in the c
mystery of the holy presence. v
There are no seats, for prince or t

pauper, in the churches, this custom b
following that observed in St. Peter's s
at Rome, where, should royalty appear, 1.
the only seat to be had would be a v
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THE FLICKER, WHICH BEGINS ITS SUM.

The early part of May finds it no mil
longer mute, but full of harsh, inonoto- Ion
nous, noisy notes. A short time later T
the thrush breaks forth into the most in
exquisite song of pathos and power, for
It is as if the untrained voice of little pli
promise, has miraculously become oper- the
atic. The bird likes to play and work avi
where thick undergrowth flourishes in ma
the cool shadows of tall timber. It the
wanders happily over the ground and It
searches busily for insects among It
fallen leaves. It also builds its nest on bin
the ground and arches it o vet* in a qu:
clever fashion. The eggs are white air
and spotted. ch;
7*he whip-poor-will is a speckled, 1

dark bird that builds its nest on the pr<
ground. Tt comes in May. and all bird bir
lovers know its queer cry. The long, da:
stiff, spiny hairs that grou about its Th
bill are not seen in most species of sh
birds. Young America refers to them in
as "whip-poor-will's whiskers." The sot

whip-poor-will loves solitude. If by 7
chance it is frightened from its retreat wi
during the day it flies rapidly away, anotin a straight line, but in a doubt- i*s
ful zigzag course, as if the light be- 7
wildered and confused it. sa'

* ad
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There arc over twenty-two species of sta

warblers on exhibit at the New Mu- ar*
lee

seum among birds in the District. The jy
warblers are birds every one is fa- th<
miliar with and fond of. Their happy sal

little songs do their part in helping to "rei
set a sulky world right on a bad morn- no

ing. The nests are unusually pretty. *h<
The outside covering of some are made
of whole leaves. >Th
The cunning wren, In its brown suit

and pert little tail, is another Wash- wo

ington favorite. The rich rolling notes mo

of its song are heard oftener than the bla
bird itself is s^en. a <
The chipping sparrow with its merry wh

twitter is seen everywhere now. It is ab<
ounicn iiai tiuu iiiuin uciici

liked than the ordinary and rather oh- Ap
jectionable cousin the English spar- wit
row. The chipping sparrow is to he ^

distinguished from other members of ,af
the sparrow family by its little red T
crest. ers
The flicker is a dainty, pretty bird, hir

It rambles along the ground for its Th
food. Its song is described by orni- ibi
thologists as 'good," which is to say pig
that it is both sweet and musical. Tt lar
does not begin to sing until after the the

iropean C
stool rented for a few pennies from a foo
beggar near the door. a be
The civic exercises joyously follow liee

those of the church, and the priests pin
and monks heartily enter with their lot
people into the enjoyment of the fes- wh
tivities following the religious cere- a b
monies. Throughout the eastern world T1
the religious Easter of the Christian is dial
ended in a "Gloria in Excelsis." usei

In the south of Russia, where the be- ot'1<
lief in transsubstantiation is more not

nearly in accord with that of the Cath- cu.st
olic Church, a .peculiar observance of wis'
Easter day is that of kissing the body ?f *
of The Savior. After the prayers of the ,s *

mass reciting the words of Christ, the
host, consisting of Onleavened bread, is |^nplacedupon a salver, on a temporary 111

altar, and all of those attending ihe
service, in silent order and magnified fsolemnity, approach and kiss the

In all of Russia and extending as far
to the south as Greece, the Easter
greeting of all is "Christ Is Risen," to forwhich is often added a personal wish gj^eof especial kindness toward the one ad- Xred
dressed. the

*. T1
* * cipa

In the Orthodox Catholic Church in dan
Greece one c-f the most attractive festivalsis to he found. In the outlying to b
provinces it is dancing that is supreme.All the week before Easter
Monday there is prayer and medita- In
tion throughout Greece. Many of the
faithful come from Turkish territory Cais
Lo join their fellow believers in Athens, ton
ind then hie to the country to join in thon
the dancing. Tt is particularly at t*16

Megara, Elleusis. Corinth and in some chui
hamlets of the Peloponnesus that com<

hese fetes are most typical and pic- fhre<
uresque. Men and women of all ages, wr&l
lecked out in national attire, spend NN"'l
he day after Easter making merry in
[he fields. JThese dances are as old as Greece
tself, as old as the myths of Olympus *(abcind Pan, but they have become inter- andvoven with Christianity and are used stano express the joyousaess of the glad servjidings of the resurrection. Xot unlike nearnany other primitive dances, this mH!1faster Monday dance starts with the an{j
ounger women forming a circle and a pendecognizedly popular male dancer,
vearing the national Greek dress for whijjnen, made c»f white material, and simi- \
ar to Highland costume, coming into tyhe center of the circle waving a gor- wjttreously embroidered silk handkerchief, enouA band of musicians then plays the men
Jrecian national hymn, and the dance and
ommences. He sings for a few min- befo
ites, and the circle opens and other pars
oung men come, join the girls and heac
lance round him in couples to the fast
nusic of the flute, guitar and violin. a
Co religious garb is anywhere appar- the
Tit. still
Across the border, in Rumania, a ing"
ountry which needs nothing except in itself to make it picturesque, Easter is two,
elebrated by various customs, one of othe
k-hich is the kindly one of visiting ed a
Christian prisoners and distributing lift
faster cakes. Perhaps the commonest into
ifcin. un a<w»wi ounuay is me sirange- xo i
v assorted, proup of well dressed sipn
k'omen and children with platters of resu
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ABOI T THK MIDULK OF MARCH.

Idle of March. It builds curiously
g and compact nests
'he yellow-breasted chat is unusual
that it shows a tremendous fondness
briar patches. its aerial aceomshtnentsare quite as astonishing as
aerial contortions of the popular

a tor of toda>. For its delighted
,te the chat can perform a scries of
; most intricate antics in the air.
is not less accomplished vocally
amuses itself by biding behind a
sh screen and practicing ventriloIsms.It is an exceeedingly wary
fl discreet individual, and runs no
inces of being found out.
'he gnat-catchers are an old world
duct. They are small, bluish-gray
ds. They are exceedingly restless,
rting incessantly about the tree tops
e notes of their song are thin" ami
rill. The nest is built on branches
low woods and close to a stream or
ne body of water.
'he chickadee is a tiny, pert bird
th a black bead and necktie. It has
long tail and a very sharp eye. It
exceedingly active and quite "talky."
here are fifteen species of the iitti
ldpiper about the District. The
ults are brown with white breast
eked with brown. They have a curislittle teetering: motion as they
ind and run about. Their feathers
' always trim and smooth, and their
:s are long. As they are seen usualaroundthe water, where they build
sir nests, one feels that the lady
ldpipers must have tucked their
irts snugly up about them out of
ich of the water so there would be
chance of spoiling their gloves, as

?y bob and teeter. They have a

eet, plaintive cry.
he orioles are exclusively American,
ere are nine species about Washrton.They are related to the old
rid starlings. The male bird is a
st gorgeous bit of dark red and
ck. The body of the female bird is
lull green with wings of black and
ite. The birds are commonly found
lut farm and garden,
lie vireo comes in the month of
ril. It is a very sliy. pretty bird
h a very strong voice. It builds
hanging nest if paper -and hits of
?s.
here are countless other birds, sing.birds of prey, game birds, those
ds more or less domesticated, etc.
e Virginia rail, coot, heron, wood
s. sanderling, ducks, plover, wild
eons, woodpeckers, kingfisher, tern,
k. owl and mocking bird are among
im.

ountries
d. ^specially hot cross buns, going
>ut the prisons, with guards at their
Is or in the nearest doorway, stopgbefore the poor fellows whose daily
is a bunch of straw tor a bed. and
ose freedom goes no further then
all and a chain.
tic mention of liot cross buns immetelysuggests England, where they arc
1 moije universally than perhaps any
_*r country. And while England is
a Catholic country, so-called, rural

:oms of all kinds, religious and other
e, have an unusually firm hold. One
he very strangest Easter-day customs
ailed the harepie festival, enacted in
?estershire, at the village of HallaEveryEastern morning a brass
d heads a procession which takes in
t everybody in the town,
ley parade through the streets and
r a short service at the Episcopal
irch the reeior. aided by two or three
ials of the village, cuts up a large
>it pie, which has been baked for the
ision. These pieces of pie are fought
by boys and young men, down a hillcalledHare Bank, and it is consulIsomething to be proud of to deserve
largest cut of the pastry,
lis is followed by a feast in the priniltavern or church, and ale in abunceis consumed, an affair which presa foot ball match famous over the
le of the county, and looked forward
y thousands of spectators ever. year.

*
* *

Lincolnshire, in England, there is a
;ular ceremony on Palm Sunday in
iui v.nuiiii. uepuiy irom nroupnbringsa very large whip, with large
igs of strong- white leather. During
early part of the service in the

-ch a man named for the purpose
es to the door and cracks the whip
e times, then, with much ceremony,
ps the thong round the stock of the
), puts some rods of mountain ash

it and binds the whole togethe
a whipcord,

en he ties to the top of the whin<a purse containing two shillii.
>ut 50 cei.ts), then takes the wh
marches into the church, wher<
ds silently until the first lesson of
ice is finished. He then goes
er, waves the purse over the
s head, kneels down on a cm-nthere waits, with the purse
ed, until the lesson is ended. A
service is over he carries the curii
to the next hamlet,

custom once followed in the com
yfWarwick, at Coleshill. is also

lout foundation and is queerigh to relate briefly. If the youngof the Coleshill could catch a hare
bring »it to the parson of the parish
re 10 o'clock Easter Monday the
on was bound to give them a calf's
1. a hundred eggs for their breakanda gold coin.

^third Hlnglish custom at Easter, in
country districts, and one which
prevails, is -the practice of "lifionEaster Monday and Tuesday.
»urely a spirit of game and fun,
strong men join hands across each
r's wrists, and having thus formsaddle,from the assembled crowd
one man after another three times
the air. This custom is supposed
lave been intended originally to
ify the joy of Christians In the
rrection.


